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SUBJECT: GNZ NAMES AMBASSADOR TO IRAN 
REF: WELLINGTON 3135 

1. PRIME MINISTER ROWLING DECEMBER 19 ANNOUNCED APPOINTMENT 
OF BRUCE BROWN AS GNZ AMBASSADOR TO IRAN. BROWN IS PRESENTLY 
SERVING AS NEW ZEALAND DEPTUY HIGH COMMISSIONER IN CANBERRA. 
HE IS EXPECTED TO ARRIVE IN TEHRAN IN MARCH. E. RICHARD 
WOODS. DEPUTY HEAD OF MFA AFRICAN, MIDDLE EASTERN AND 
COMMONWEALTH AFFAIRS DIVISION, WILL BE NUMBER TWO MAN IN 
EMBASSY. HE PLANS ARRIVE TEHRAN IN JANUARY. 

2. BROWN, AGED 44, IS A CAREER FOREIGN AFFAIRS OFFICER. 

HE JOINED MFA IN 1960 FOLLOWING FIVE YEARS AS PRIVATE 
SECRETARY TO LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION AND, LATER, PRIME 
MINISTER SIR WALTER NASH. IN ADDITION TO CANBERRA HE 
HAS SERVED IN KUALA LUMPUR AND NEW YORK. FROM 1968 TO 
EARLY 1972 HE WAS ON LEAVE FROM MFA TO SERVE AS DIRECTOR 
OF NZ INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS. IN 1962 HE 
PUBLISHED A HISTORY OF THE NZ LABOUR PARTY. BROWN IS 
MARRIED AND HAS THREE CHILDREN. 

3. FOR CANBERRA - WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING ASSESSMENT 
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OF BROWN'S ABILITY AND POTENTIAL. 
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